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Gemcialt Info

The Manas Biosphere Reserve (MBR) wassel up on 14lh

March, 1989, which is the first Biosphere Reserve in Northeast India, [EYEE + 2837 sq.km. (From river §
i This Biosphere Reserve was identified as a potential arca in Northeast Sankosh in the westand
= among the first seven considered  biosphore reserves in the | Dhanshiri in the east)
.. CountryMBRis a unique area of high universal value. It has ahigh degree  ERENTH TS . 91°5'E to 90°0E
' of hiadiversity because itis located at the confluence of Indian, Etheopian IS 26930'N. t027°0'N

W and Indo-Chinese realms which make this Reserve one of lhe rnchest Altitude &1 to 110mM.S.L.

& hotspots in the country. G :

lying along the Himalayan foothills lo the north of Brahmaputra valley, Temperature: 6°C to 37°C

" the broadest portion of this belt isin the wesland gradually narrowing in  SReULIEL Subtropical

9"%, the east. The northern boundery of the reserve has common bl PredominantlyBodo
. international border wilh Bhutan. The Reserve islocated in the communitywithsome
"1 Districts of western and central Assam, namely Kokrajhar, Chirang, representatives of
W Baska,and Udalguri. L Assamese, Bengali,
1 This area has a rich diversity of life and a paradise for the | Nepalese & Adivasis
' landscape enthusiast.Greal naturalist, E..P_.Gne has wrote Hb?[:jl the March - May

¢ Manas that “Both plentiful wildlife and ; 2

hes - ! : : June - September
Vi scemery  aue I together ..o rowe AT . bl Eak iy
o SClover tn world:. : December - February
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'For Further Information
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Pin- 783380, Assam.

MAP OF MANAS BIOSPHERE RESERVE
(Map not in scalc)
E.mail : natures @ sancharnet.in
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¥ 60 species of mammals are recorded from the Biosphere Reserve. 21 of them are placed
in Schedule-1 Categories, The Pigmy Hog, Hispld Hare and Golden Langur are among thehe
endemic species to this area,

* There are 42 species of reptiles distributed in 11 families of which 9 are lizards, 30 are
snakes, 2 are turtles & tortoisc and 1 crocodile,

¥ 7amphiblans are reported in 5 families so farand 54 species of fishes and more than 100
species of Insects have been identified inthe Bivsphers,

* 312 species of hirdsare recorded, out of these 10 are placed in Schedule-1 category.

+ Assam Roofed Turtlewas found to exist in Manas in 1988 and is listed under Action Plan !u- %
( Rating 2) by the IUCN/SSC's Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialists Group. 3“’;

Bibhuti P Lahkar

¥ Total 543 species(Angiosperms & Pleridiophytes) of plants are identified of which 374 are

dicotyledons and 139 arc monocotyledons. As many as 75 species of trees are recorded

which are represented by 26 families. Some of the trees found in the Reserve are
E; Sissoo, Sal, Siris, Kum, Sonaru, Oxi, Sida, Bhelkhore, Poma, Khoeir, Urium, Amiakhi, Parall,
Baghnal, Khokan, Owtenga, Gamari, Palas, Dimaru, Koroi, Kalasom etc Various colourful
Orchids like Cymbidium aloefolium (L) Sw., Papilionanthe teres (Roxb.)Schitr,Rhyvncostylis
retusa (L.) Bl.are commaon .Species of biological interest such as Mangifera sylvetica, Bauhinia
vahili and a wide Nos. of Grasses like Imperata cylindrical, Arundinella bengalensis, Saccharum
spontaneum, and Narenga purphymmma are dominant in this area.
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® Golden Langur s an endemic
& primate of Manas Biosphere

B area, [Lis cream or golden arange 7
il colotr and the face is black. The earth and all its species are connected B4
& This primate live in sub-tropical  Intrinsically with each otherin onevast complex web- E‘ ._
i moist deciduous and evergreen aweb on which each is dependent, This range of life forms D
" forest. This arboreal animal is  and its habitats they live in, its totality is called the Lo
¥ diurnal and lives in a group of 5-  biological diversity or biodiversity. E\ AP 1
B 15 The fruit and lcaves of various Extensive anthropogenic  pressure and manifold S \he N A
% trees and vinec are their food  dedradation has created a serious threat to the bio =4 AR L 1)

| tems, diversity of the reserve, The people are unfortunately 330
not aware of the damage they are causing of their PlgmyHog is the smallestsuid |
own natural heritage. In the world. This animal live in a |

The growing population and man’s dependence on the Smaller group and prefer the |
forest have been mainly responsible for this. The basic drassland habitat. The species §
priorities for this biosphere reserve are , biodiversity €onstruct their nest in  the §
conservation and promotion of community development , @rassland which is unusual among §
Lo ensure their livelihond. The eco-tourism may he a viahle the suids.They are omnivorous B
alternative, which has the potential to increase public @nd feed  upon roots  and §
appreciation of the environment and to spread awareness l”_EE'i“?- Manas Biosphere Resorve :
of environmental problems when it brings people into harbours viable population of this §
closer contacl with nature and the environment, suids. b

= e A [ T = pure
a o Lok by L e

¥ administrative jurisdictions of §
| newly formed Bodoland Territorial |
§ Council (B.T.C). The dynamic
i leadership ot B.T.C is also of the 8
{ opinion that conservation of
biodiversity is so vital for the &
§ survival of ethnic identity. hus &
1 all conservation initialives  ane 55
§ | programmes are to be invariably @
| § linked with the sustainable §
Y utilization of natural resourcesand §
| livelihood of local communities.
A humble beginning has 2
b already heen slarled by @
' concerned Deptt, and the forum §
! of NGOs working in this arca, co 5
{ operation from all concerned §
§ in conservalion effort s the §
! need aof the hour

Various tribes and ethnic |
B communities are  Inhabiting In
this area and makes  he
Blosphere Reserve maore
| colourful. Due to Lhe thelr §
raditional practices they are §
largely  dependent on various
)| forest produces. Some are solely |
8 dependent on such forest §
% produces for their livelihood, so
B we can nol think of conservation §
E without thelr . co-operation.The
B custainable use of the forest §
g should be maintained through |
¥ long Lterm canservation policies.

8 The Bodos are the major
Bl community of the area. The |
& Manas Biosphere HReserve 5 §
el under Lhe '




